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Who We Are

A Little History

The Southern California Monitoring Associ at i on 6 s

go back to the days of the nationwide Radio
Communications Monitoring Association (RCMA). The
RCMA West Los Angeles Chapter was formed by Rick Di
Fiore, WAG6KFI, and Hugh Stegman, NV6H in 1988. The
group grew by leaps and bounds over a short period of
time, becoming quite popular in the scanner monitoring and
amateur radio community.

In 1996, the RCMA ran into some bad luck. Its
magazine, The RCMA Journal, was being published
monthly and sold by subscription and at newsstands. Some
well-known book stores that stocked the magazine were
late paying RCMA and that led to a severe cash flow
problem for the association. They put up a good fight but,
after 23 years of service to the scanner community, the
RCMA came to an end in August of 1996 with Bob Grove of
Monitoring Times Magazine buying what was left of the
assets of the association including the RCMA name.

Having lost its national organization and name, the
West L.A. group voted at its next meeting to continue under
a new name and charter. We could not serve as a national
group, but we could provide a fertile meeting ground for
diehard scanner monitors in our area. Thus, in September
1996 with 30 members present, the Southern California
Monitoring Association held its first meeting.

Full Speed Ahead

Since then, the SCMA has continued to flourish
thanks to the contributions of its members and the
dedicated leadership. Over the years the SCMA has been
at the forefront, becoming one of the leading scanner
organizations in the United States.

We have a great web site that is maintained by David,
N6HGJ and Rich, N6CIZ. We have a club newsletter, and
enjoy monthly meetings with occasional guest speakers and
go on group tours. Over the years we have visited such
places as the LAX Control Tower, L.A. Police Department
communications centers - both old and new, L.A.F.D.
communications center, L.A.P.D. ASTRO Division, KFWB-
AM and KFI-AM radio stations, U.S. Coast Guard LAX Air
Station, South Bay Regional Communications Center,
Culver City Police Department and even the Beverly Hills
Police Department.

The SCMA is very well known by many Fire and Law
Enforcement agencies in Southern California. Even some of
our members are with local Police and Fire Departments.
We have had some noteworthy members in our group such
as our dear friend Gene Hughes who gave us the famous
APolice Call o book.
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Ups and Downs

r o d.ikke any organization, group, or family, the SCMA
has some problems over the years. There are occasional
disagreements, misplaced paperwork and lost email. At
SCMA we try to do our best. We are all volunteers and,
although we are paid with gratitude, kudos, and attaboys, at
times, good volunteers are still hard to come by! Most of
the groupbés work is done by
have families, real jobs, and other distractions.

Still, as the years go by, the Southern California
Monitoring Association grows and gets better thanks to a
great group of people (its members) who are willing to share
their knowledge.

I f youdre a
to take the time to discover how much better your hobby
can be by sharing what you know, learning from others, and

getting more out of your
great things planned for
out!

If you would like to join SCMA our yearly dues are only
$20 if you have a computer and want to receive all
information by email or $35 to cover printing and mailing
cost of the newsletters. Just jump on our web site or fill out
and mail in the Membership Application. We hope to hear

from you soon. DZ

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Aug 12 i SCMA Club Meeting (Non Business Mtg)
Sep7 1 Labor Day
Sep9 i SCMA Club Meeting (Business MtQ)
Sep 11 i Patriot Day
Oct12 1 Columbus Day
Oct14 7 SCMA Club Meeting (Non Business MtQ)
Oct31 1 Halloween
Nov1l 1 Daylight Saving Time Ends (Fall Back)
Nov3 1 Election Day
Nov1l i Veterans Day
Nov 11 i SCMA Club Meeting (Business MtQ)
Nov26 1 Thanksgiving Day
Dec9 1 SCMA Christmas Party
Dec25 1 Christmas Day
Jan 13 i SCMA Club Meeting (Non Business Mtg)
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Remembering Gene

By Rick Di Fiore, WABKFI / SCMA L.A.-101
When you mention Gene Hugfek3 togdpserle anfd.g y g

fellow scanner listeners, amateur radio operators, and when Gene had time, he
public safety people, most of them know who you mean. ~ Would make the meetings too.
Aioh yeah, the guy who writes the IHhIP$9 wentiqysi g
Gene at his home and we
talked about what changes
could be made to the book.
Gene asked me if | had any
time to get more involved in
doing the book with him...and
| said yes! The Police Call
book would start to change,
but only a little bit each year.
As most of you in SCMA
know, Gene was set in his ways and, | will tell you now, it
was an uphill battle to add and change things in the book.

After all it was Geneds baby!
I remember one year I we nt
with about 60 pages of new frequencies and maps for
Police Call. Gene just looked at me andsaid, A Oh, my
What am | going to do with al/l
The above photo only sheth al f of Ge nlodein minutes and Gene said to me

Los Angeles. In his office there are many copies of both Pc

i
Call books, lined up on the shelf by year. Also Gene spent nr ::hgne ed E'sr rrlmij an ;)eI thet r_f::(:} at ;1209% I:)ecaf S; ﬁem $
hours in front of his computer working on the book and talking 9 : ! pri ) u

those who would email him with questions. was afraid that no one would pay more.
In 1995 | designed a new cover to change the look

Many of us looked forward to getting the new copy of Police Call. Gene liked the idea but, you know Gene. He
of Geneds book every year ( bl anlg usedothedire treckh and thee GHP ,car pn timekcoverlolty e r
the next) and seeing what new and great frequencies we was only then that he had told me the story about the color
could find to monitor. From San Diego to Ventura County all covers of the Police Call book. He told me that over the
of us had the | atest freqbs,

| remember back in 1974 as a member of RCMA
when | first heard the name Gene Hughes. One of the club
members told me, AHe 6 s lichEall g
frequency book. o Then Tom ha
and, with that one |l ook insi
and wanted to know even more.

It was in 1984 when I first n
Electronics in Culver City. We started talking and, the next
thing 1 knew, we had become good friends. From 1984 to
1988 Gene and | kept in touch by telephone and | would
advise him of one or two new frequencies that | had heard.
He would check them out and add them into the book.

In 1988 Hugh Stegman and |, who where both
RCMA members, came up with the Idea of starting the West
L.A. Chapter of RCMA because driving out to the meetings
in Anaheim once a month was a bit much with traffic and all. ’
So, the West L.A. Chapter was formed. When | told Gene First editionfiPolice Call Southern California Edition
what we had done | remember him saying that it was a followed by several others.
great idea! After four months we had a membership of

Article Continued on Page 4
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Remembering Gene Hughes
Continued from Page 3

years he had tried different colors like Green and Red but,
when he used those two colors, the book did not sell very
well. Also he tried Orange and it, too, had lower sales. The
colors Light Blue and Pink sold very well and Gene stayed
with those two colors to the end.

| remember that Gene always liked to have more
maps in police call and | had to draw a few of the things.
Gene would show me all the letters and emails form
scanner listeners who would give frequencies or changes
over the years and some of the information was really good.
Gene had his group of regulars who sent in stuff!

| never helped Gene with the statewide editions of
Police Call. Those had to be done a different way because
they were sold at Radio Shack and there was a timetable
that they gave him. Because of the production schedule for
the catalog that Radio Shack used to put out, there was a 6
month lead time in preparing the books. A lot of the state
editions were FCC printouts with some, but not much,
detailed changes to it due to the amount of data that had to
be processed.

Gene doing what he loved to do, talking about scanning
telling stories of what may havhappened at LAPD Wilshire
Station. Gene was a technical volunteer and very well liked
the department.

Monitoring Post

Gene loved to attend our monthly SCMA meetings.
He always had the latest updates and he had some great
stories to tell us. Gene was a lifetime member of SCMA and
always gave to the club to help out with some of the things
we needed to keep the club going.

I remember Gene calling me up on the telephone
and asking me to come over to his house. There were a few
things he wanted to discus with me. Gene was already at
the front door when | arrived. | went in and followed him to
his office. Gene said to me
from LAPD Wilshire station?

I could not believe my
do that. But Gene just looked at me and said that it was
over and to please do not tell anyone! This was one of the
hardest things | ever had to do. | was so sad when | left his
house, and | was the only one to know that there would be
no more Police Call books.

Later, Gene announced the sad news at a club
meeting and a few days later the scanning world knew it all.

Gene had known for a couple of years that | wanted
to do my own frequency directory guide and he told me that
now was the time! So in the summer 2004, and with tons of
i nformati on and some i nput
Directoryo for 2005 was
know that what he had been telling me all these years was
true: that it was hard work doing a book! | told Gene that for
now | was only doing a Los Angeles and Orange Counties
Guide due to the overload of information and trying to keep
it all up to date. Gene sai
you do that no one wil/| be
easy job, but itbdés not. o

Gene and | had worked well together over the
years and he was like a second father to me. | always
listened to what Gene told me and | will miss the advice and
friendship that he gave me.

| will continue to turn out a scanner book for those
who want it and | will try putting out a CD edition which
Gene and a few others had a chance to see an early copy
of. After Gene saw it he told me that he had thought it could
possi bl y beli thénext GenezatioB!eGerie was a
great man in our community and | will miss him very much.

Gene is now E.O.W. May he rest in peace. DZ

Rick Di Fiore

All of us at SCMA miss Gene very much. Not only
washea leader in the scanner community as a
whole, he was an active member and suppofter
the SCMA since its inception.

For a great article on Gene visit the Wired web sif
http://www.wired.com/science/discoveries/news/2
5/10/69133?currentPage=1
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CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL

ASafety, Service & Securityo
The following are NEW frequencies that are to be in used in Northern California. The California Highway Patrol has applied
to the Federal Communications Commission for frequencies in the 44MHz range. Information comes from NAPCO. |

wonder what colors they are planning to use to ID these new channel pairs.

# INPUT OUTPUT STATUS POWER OUTPUT TRANSMITTER LOCATION
01. 42.3200 44.8400 Base / Mobile 35 Watts ERP Murphys, CA.

02. 42.3800 44.6200 Base / Mobile 35 Watts ERP Sacramento, CA.

03. 44.6200 54 Watts ERP Pilot Hill, CA.

04. 44.6200 42.6600 Base / Mobile 95 Watts ERP Esparto, CA.

05. 44.6600 76 Watts ERP Rancho Cordova, CA.
06. 44.6600 170 Watts ERP Woodland, CA.

07. 44.6600 45.3600 Base / Mobile 85 Watts ERP ARESCUEDO

08. 44.6600 45.3600 Base / Mobile 35 Watts ERP Pollock Pines, CA.
09. 44.6200 44.8400 Base / Mobile 141 Watts ERP Sacramento, CA.

10. 44.6600 44.8400 Base / Mobile 170 Watts ERP Sacramento. CA.

11. 44.8400 95 Watts ERP Stockon, CA.

12. 44.8400 44,9200 Base / Mobile 60 Watts ERP Pine Grove, CA.

13. 44.8400 45.3600 Base / Mobile 95 Watts ERP Downieville, CA.

14. 44.8400 45.3600 Base / Mobile 213 Watts ERP Grass Valley, CA.

15. 44.8400 45.3600 Base / Mobile 85 Watts ERP Nevada City, CA.

16. 44.8400 45.3600 Base / Mobile 213 Watts ERP Newcastle, CA.

17. 44.8400 45.3600 Base / Mobile 213 Watts ERP Placerville, CA.

18. 44.8400 45.3600 Base / Mobile 546 Watts ERP Pollock Pines, CA.
19. 44.8400 45.6000 Base / Mobile 95 Watts ERP Colfax, CA.

20. 44.8400 45.6000 Base / Mobile 95 Watts ERP South Lake Tahoe, CA.
21. 44,9200 44,9800 Base / Mobile 95 Watts ERP Patterson, CA.

22. 45.3600 44.8400 Base / Mobile 95 Watts ERP Riverton, CA.

Cellular Jamming Bill

A U.S. Senate committee has approved a bill that
would allow prison officials to apply for waivers to FCC rules
that prohibit jamming of radio communications, allowing
them to render smuggled cellular phones inoperative inside
their facilities.

However, the Safe Prisons Communications Act of
2009 provides no notification of the waiver request to public
safety agencies so they might object.

Prison officials across the country say prisoners are
using thousands of smuggled cellular phones to
communicate among themselves, raising safety issues
within the facilities. Prisoners are also using the phones to
continue their criminal enterprises on the outside.

The jamming authority would be the first allowable
under FCC rules--although it's believed the Secret Service
and the military also perform such electronic activity in the

U.S. The bill now goes to the full Senate, and a companion
bill is being considered by the House. DZ

Alerting Company Sues Twitter Over
Patents

A company that sells emergency alerting solutions
has sued Internet company Twitter in federal court,
claiming the company's 140-character messaging
methodology violates three of the company's patents.

TechRadium markets the IRIS alerting system to
government, military and educational customers, allowing
them to broadcast messages to cellular phones, pagers,
smartphones telephones or fax machines. The lawsuit
targets the ability of Twitter users to send a single message,
and to have that message received by many other people--
exactly the type of communications covered in its patents,

TechRadium states. D7
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" " Currently, the city is still contracting its law
COmptOn MayReVIVGItS enforcement services from t he
. signed a one-year contract services agreement June 29 for
P0||CeDepartment $16.9 million. The figure, seé
changes depending on the cit?
physical contract, which would extend services for another
The city of Compton has allocated nearly $20  five years, is still waiting ratification. The deadline is Aug.
million to activities that could lead to re-establishment of the 31.
Compton Police Department. Funding that was initially I f the contract with the S
designated for the senior center and a transit center parking the city would have to spend further costs on refurbishing
structure has now been diverted in order to make funding the current Compton Station, equipping its officers with
available for the city-based police department under the fistate of the art tool s and r
cityodos capital improvement pl fafhingtonew officers, said the report. It would also have to
There is no breakdown to determine how exactly  establish a communications system, which it would likely do
the $19.9 million wouldrupe pp BHafhg a &ytem With ade Séutht Bay Regional
activitieso it would finance. Communications Authority, which currently provides police
According to Mayor Eric Perrodin, however, the communications for Hawthorne, Gardena, Manhattan and
decision is not final and the City Council is currently Hermosa Beach.
reviewing a feasibility study, CPD officers, said the
called the FfReport of the study, would likely be individuals
Compton  Police  Services who have been recently laid off by
Feasibility =~ Study  Group: other agencies due to the recession.
Phase 10 to determine However, comments made by the
whether a CPD resurgence is mayor suggest that a number of
practical. former Compton officers would be
The city disbanded its reinstated.
police department and In its last year, the CPD is
entered its contract with the . J said to have had 150 sworn officers
Los Angeles Cou | ¥ N and 70 civilian employees for a cost
Department in 2000 for $10.5 — of $18.9 million, including
million.  Since then, the . expenditures and capital needs.
contract has been raised 5, » POLICE This would imply that the costs
approximately $1 million each \ associated with bringing back the
year, ending in a base L CPD 8 in 2009 dollars 8 would be
contract cost of $18.5 million considerably higher.
for 2008-09, a nearly 85 percent increase. The latter figure, The move has sent several residents into an uproar
however, does not include roughly $500,000 the city causing Compton Sheriff Station volunteer and community
expects to spend for specialized services, such as  activist Robert Ray to threaten Mayor Perrodin with a recall
deployment for parades and DUI checkpoints. The amount effort, which others vowed to join.
pays for 77 sheriffos deputies. AThis is not in the best i
In May 2008, the council approved a no-bid contract ~ who believes bringing back the CPD would override a
with former Compton Police Chief Joseph Rouzan Jr., in the previously failed ballot meas:!
amount of $984,500, to conduct the study. According to the  endeavor and potentially cause chaos as well as place the
report, the study group & comprised of the City Council and city in a devastating financial position.
Rouzan & estimated that the city could re-establish its own The study may also be flawed, said a number of
police department with 85 police officers within 18 months  residents, since the report was conducted by a former CPD
at a cost of $18 million. member along with the aid of the City Council and therefore
AThat amounts to eight mogogs P @lieteof iferebti Th& rdd sugdestell theat the
Compton community, for $1 milli on | ess i n  a ifdihgs may Bedirfadciratedn light of this.
said the report. AAdditionally, Sﬁaétﬁnedﬂjiu‘jy group found thes

Compton could anticipate receiving approximately $1 million
in supplementary revenues from fines, forfeitures and

grants. o
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Catching Satellites on Ham Radio

Diana Eng, KC2UHB, our all-time favorite contestant on Project Runway, is writing a series of how-to articles for
Make Online about ham radio, which is one of her passions. The following is her article from www.makezine.com.

By Diana Eng, KC2UHB

My favorite ham activity is making contacts via
satellites. Not only is there the romantic notion of sending
messages into outer space, but you have to trace the orbit
of the satellite with your antenna while tuning the radio, to
compensate for the Doppler effect.

The satellites AO-51, SO-50, and AO-27 orbit the
Earth acting as repeaters. Repeaters are automated relay
stations that allow hams to send signals over a greater
distance using low-power hand held transceivers. The
satellites allow hams to relay messages from Earth to
space and back to other hams somewhere on the planet.
The International Space Station (ISS) also has a repeater,
but occasionally, if you're lucky, the astronauts turn on
their radios to make contact directly with hams on the
ground.

The following instructions will get you started
listening to birds (satellites) on FM, which can be done
with a simple VHF/UHF FM radio with a whip antenna,
without the need of a ham license. For better coverage,
you can use a Yagi antenna (like the one pictured at left)
connected to a mutli-mode radio and a license (if you want
to transmit). A Yagi antenna can also be used to improve
the signal of your hand held radio. You can download over
30 variations of this antenna at www.wa5vjb.com
Reference Section LEO Satellites

Materials

All you need is a VHF/UHF FM receiver (like a police
scanner) or a VHF/UHF transceiver (like a Yaesu VX-7)
and an antenna.

1. Specifying your location
Start by visiting Heavens-Above.com to check the orbit of the satellite you want to listen to and specify your location.

2. Specifying a satellite
Check the passes of your specific satellite (AO-51, SO-50, AO-270r the ISS). Make sure that the passes are shown for your
correct location.

3. Reading the chart

This pass chart below shows the Start (when/where the satellite enters on the horizon), the Max. Altitude (when/where the
satellite is at its highest point in the sky), and the End (when/where the satellite finishes it's pass). Alt. is the altitude, the
angle of the satellite from the observer's horizon. 0 degrees is exactly on the horizon, and 90 degrees is directly above the
observer. Az. is the Azimuth, the cardinal direction of the satellite from the observer's point of view.

Article Continued on Page 8
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_ 6. Aiming a whip antenna
AO-Echo - All Passes | Home | Info. | Orbit | Pre
e g g dnesi | If you're using a whip antenna, you will not
gearch Eerfod 2ta;t. gg:gg ;V'i n;s aD"’iiz u Ytj 22%%% aim the antenna directly at the satellite.
Ozarc ?r'i : & E.':r ?20 692%%:5 e Instead, you'll keep it perpendicular to the
sl S Eastefns';air“ghtﬁme g e satellite. You can rotate the antenna by
7 695 x 817 km, 98.1° (Epach 22 1ul) rc_)tatlng your wrist to try and get a clearer
signal.
Click on the date to get a ground track plot. ) _
I Starts ’ Max. Altitude ’ Ends 7. Following the pass with the
Date antenna
, Time |Mt.’ Az. ‘ Time |Alt | ’ Time |Alt.‘ Az.
|22 Jul |05-52-34 | 10 ’ENE ’05:54:39 |12 |E ’05 56:45 |10 lESE You will trace the path of the satellite orbit
with the antenna using the Heavens-Above
| 2 Jul ‘D?.;-_..‘:ul [10 ‘N ‘13?:33:59 I?? I'\\H\IW [r 7:39:14 I 10 [asw pass chart as a guide. At the Start Time,
|22 Jul l 17:06:05 | 10 ’E ’17:08:39 | 15 |ENE ’17:11:13 | 10 lNNE start ‘.N'th.the antenna perpendicular to the
Az. direction at the given Alt. For example,
|22 Jul ,18:42:18 |10 ’S ’18:46:54 |62 |wsw ’18:51:42 |10 ‘NNW at 7:28, aim the antenna perpendicular to
|23J I |06~49~40 |10 ’NNE ‘06'54'37‘ |45 |E ‘06'59'39 |10 |s north at 10 degrees above the horizon.
x s ol s Trace the path of the satellite so that at the
|233ul |08:20:13 | 10 |NNw |08:33:00 |23 |wNw [08:37:00 (10 |[wsw | Max. Altitude Time the antenna is pointed in
| | , — I ’ ’ — | | ’ - | l the corresponding location. For example, at
23Jul | 18:03:04 |10 |SSE |18:07:38 |53 |ENE |18:12:18 |10 (N 7:33, the antenna should be perpendicular
|23 Jul | 19:44:05 | 10 ‘sw ‘ 19:46:50 | 15 |w ‘ 19:49:38 | 10 [Nw to west northwest at 77 decrees above the
] S E s E—— T S e— — horizon. Finish tracing the path of the

4. Picking a good pass

Satellites orbit the Earth at all sorts of angles, some that are
very close to the horizon and some that are directly
overhead. It is much easier to hear a satellite that passes
directly overhead. To find a good sat pass, check the Max.
Altitude Alt. for a pass that is 45 or higher (the higher the
better). In our example, the second pass at 7:28 looks like a
good one since the Max. Altitude Alt. is 77. The first pass at
5:52 has a Max. Altitude Alt. of only 12 which is very close
to the horizon and difficult to pick up.

5. Finding the frequency

Satellite repeaters work with two different frequencies, an
uplink and a downlink. You will listen to signals received on
the downlink. If you wish to transmit, you'll need to program
in the uplink frequency as well. Follow the corresponding
links to find the FM repeater frequencies of the satellites.
The frequencies often change, so be sure to check the
websites for the latest updates Tune your radio to the
downlink frequency and you're ready to go outside and
listen (example: 435.300 MHz FM).

satellite so that at the End Time the antenna
is perpendicular to the corresponding location. For example
at 7:39, the antenna will be perpendicular to south
southwest at 10 degrees above the horizon. It can be very
difficult trying to catch the satellites and you may spend a lot
of time not hearing anything. As you trace the general path
of the satellite with the antenna, move the antenna around
in small side to side and up and down motions until you
hear a bit of audio. Adjust the antenna to make the audio
clearer.

8. Tuning the radio for the Doppler effect

The Doppler effect makes the frequency vary by .010 MHz.
As you trace the path of the satellite with the antenna, you
will also need to tune the radio back and forth plus or minus
.010 MHz until you hear a good signal. Early in the pass,
you will add .010 MHz, for example, if you're listening on
435.300 MHz, you'll need to tune the radio back and forth
between 435.300 MHz and 435.310 MHz. Later in the pass,
you will subtract .010 MHz, for example, you will tune the
radio back and forth between 435.300 MHz and 435.290

MHz. Dz
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VHF / UHF MILITARY FREQUENCIES

This list of frequencies comes from many sources such as Hugh,NV6H (LA-102) and Rick, WAG6KFI (LA-101) we need people
to start monitoring these frequencies and help us update our information. Take the time to program a few frequencies and

monitor them for at | east a month and see what youbl |l hear

NW = Nationwide Use

FREQ MODE DESCRIPTION FREQ MODE DESCRIPTION
121.5000 AM Distress Calling / Guard 359.1000 AM USAF i Refueling Air to Air  (NW)
228.6000 AM NORAD 359.1250 AM USAF i Refueling Airto Air  (NW)
228.9000 AM NORAD 361.7000 AM USAF i Refueling Air to Air _ (NW)
239.8000 AM USAF i Weather Information 366.3000 AM USAF 1 Refueling Airto Air  (NW)
243.0000 AM Distress Calling / Guard 368.6000 AM USAF i Refueling Air to Air  (NW)
282.8000 AM USAF / USCG i Air Sea Rescue Ops. 369.2000 AM USAF i Refueling Air to Air  (NW)
287.4000 AM USAF i Refueling Air to Air  (NW) 370.4000 AM USAF i Refueling Air to Air _ (NW)
287.4250 AM USAF i Refueling Air to Air  (NW) 372.3000 AM USAF i Refueling Air to Air _ (NW)
287.8000 AM USAF / USCG i Air Sea Rescue Ops. 375.7000 AM USAF i Refueling Airto Air  (NW)
295.4000 AM USAF i Refueling Airto Air  (NW) 375.9250 AM USAF i Refueling Air to Air  (NW)
296.2000 AM USAF i Refueling Airto Air  (NW) 376.0000 AM USAF 1 Refueling Airto Air  (NW)
297.3000 AM USAF i Refueling Air to Air _ (NW) 376.0250 AM USAF i Refueling Air to Air _ (NW)
297.6000 AM USAF i Refueling Airto Air  (NW) 376.0750 AM USAF i Refueling Air to Air  (NW)
297.6250 AM USAF i Refueling Airto Air  (NW) 376.1250 AM USAF i Refueling Air to Air  (NW)
311.0000 AM STRATCOM iPri manr 376.1750 AM USAF i Refueling Air to Air _ (NW)
314.3000 AM USAF i Refueling Air to Air  (NW) 381.3000 AM Air Combat Command (ACC) Primary
314.3250 AM USAF i Refueling Airto Air  (NW) 381.7000 AM USCG iSearch §
321.0000 AM STRATCOM i Second 381.8000 AM USCG iSearch 4§
324.4000 AM USAF i Refueling Airto Air  (NW) 384.6000 AM USAF 1 Refueling Air to Air  (NW)
336.1000 AM USAF i Refueling Airto Air  (NW) 385.4000 AM USAF 1 Refueling Air to Air  (NW)
341.4000 AM USAF i Refueling Airto Air  (NW) 388.4000 AM USAF i Refueling Air to Air  (NW)
342.5000 AM USAF i Weather Information 391.8000 AM USAF i Refueling Air to Air  (NW)
352.9000 AM USAF i Refueling Airto Air  (NW) 394.6000 AM USAF 1 Refueling Air to Air  (NW)
354.2000 AM USAF i Refueling Airto Air  (NW) 394.9000 AM USAF 1 Refueling Air to Air  (NW)
358.2000 AM USAF i Refueling Airto Air  (NW)

SCMA Club News

It& been a while since a club newsletter has come out but we hope to change that. Rich, SCMA LA-104 (that& me!),
has agreed to edit the newsletter. To make sure that we get it out on a regular basis, we are going to a quarterly schedule for
a while. This means that you should see four at least newsletters a year. There may be more if we have any special editions.
If you have anything that youdl like to see in the newsletter, please email Rich at laintercept@gmail.com.

Look for BIG changes on the ¢ | u Web site soon. Rich and David, SCMA LA-163 are working on a complete re-
design of the site. It should be rolled out before the end of the summer. Stay tunedé

Wedve got some great tours lined up for the next few months. Thanks to Khalil, SCMA LA-118, we are finalizing plans
to visit the U.S. Coast Guard Station at LAX. At the August meeting we will take a vote on a date and time. We are also
planning a tour of the LAPD Air Support Division as soon as they have finished resurfacing the helipad on top of Piper Tech.
Also on the burner is a visit to the LAPD communications in downtown LA. Remember, to go on tours you must be a Club
Member, so make sure youdie dues are paid up.

With the crappy economic climate out there these days it& good to have a hobby to enjoy and take your mind off the
troubles in the world. People say they really enjoy the monthly meetings and getting together with like-minded folk to share

information. If you havend been to a meeting in a while, come out and enjoy! DZ

Rich Sauer, SCMA LA-104
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Profile: Redondo Beach Fire Department

Located in the coastal edge of Los Angeles
County, just twenty miles from downtown Los Angeles
and seven miles south of Los Angeles International
Airport, Redondo Beach is a city with its own police, fire
and public works departments, two public libraries, a
performing arts center, a large recreational and
commercial harbor, the Redondo Beach Pier, and a
bathing and surfing beach.

The Redondo Beach Fire Department provides
services for its 66,882 residents from three Fire Stations
strategically located within the City boundaries.
Additionally, Fire Station #3 serves as headquarters for
the Harbor Patrol unit providing services to all boaters
within the King Harbor Marina.

The Redondo Beach Fire Department provides
forthepubl icbébs safety by deploying and st af fTha Qepaatmentanaintans two o f
dedi cated paramedic units, three fully staffed fire engline
resources include a hazardous materials response unit and light/air support vehicle. These Department resources are
available 24 hours a day for those in need.

In addition to firefighting, the Department cross-trains its staff to provide special services such as emergency medical
care, hazardous materials management, and special rescue operations.

The Fire Department responded to 5,118 incidents so far in 2009. These incidents were divided into 3,594
emergency medical incidents and 1,524 fire related incidents. Additional fire related incidents included assistance for
hazardous spills, fire alarm system activations, investigations and public service calls. Many of these incidents required more
than one responding unit, resulting in more than 9,000 total responses by emergency apparatus.

History

The Redondo Beach Fire Department has a history .
which goes back to the beginning of the City of Redondo RedondoBeach FrequenCIGS
Beach itself. In 1892, newspapers first reported a move to
organize a group of volunteers to run a fire brigade. They 453.200 118.8PL Fire Dispatch
were all citizens and prominent entrepreneurs of the city ) ’
and were on-hand anytime the fire bell rang out -- day or . .
night. They would rush to the nearest of two-hand pulled | 460.0750 71.9 PL Police Dispatch
hose carts and run to the fire with the equipment. It wasn't | 460.4750 203.5 PL Police Tac 1 Records

until 1907 when there was a call for reorganization and the | 460.6000 71.9 PL Police Tac 2 / Cato-Car

purchase of modern firefighting equipment. ; :
The City was far behind the larger cities in this area 482.6000 97.4 PL PoliceDetectives

and needed to buy a motorized fire engine. The first fire .
truck was a converted "vim" truck with a ladder, chemical 506.2500 245 DPL Public Works
tank, and fire hoses on it. Finally, in 1921, the department | 855.7375 156.7 PL Animal Control
was able to purchase a brand new American LaFrance 750- | 855 9625 156.7 PL City Services
gallon per minute (gpm) pumper, their pride and joy. Today,

well over 100 vyears later, the Redondo Beach Fire . . .
Department recently took delivery of its newest addition to NOTE: Redondo Beach Fire Department Unit J

the fleet, a 1500 gpm American LaFrance pumper. Numbers are 6X series. For example, Engine 6
Article Continued on Page 11 RAG2, Battalion 62, Boat 61toe
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Hermosaand Redondo
Beach Fire Departments
Consider Consolidation

Officials from both communities will begin exploring
opportunities to combine fire operations in hopes of
reducing costs and increasing efficiency.

"The time is now to do these types of things,"
Hermosa Beach Mayor Kit Bobko said Friday. "The first
thing is to make sure we maintain the same level of fire
protection we've always had. If there's opportunity to do it
more cheaply and efficiently, the time to do it is now."

A formal analysis of the nitty-gritty of combining
departments - including identifying service duplications and
other means of reducing expenses - could take up to four
months, said Redondo Beach City Manager Bill Workman,
who couldn't provide early cost-savings estimates.

Should city leaders agree to move forward once a
full proposal is drafted, the complex effort would likely be
phased in over several years, with the earliest possible
movement not occurring until January, he added.

Redondo Beach Fire Chief Dan Madrigal said one
of the effort's most complicated elements would be
determining how to handle emergency calls, as his agency
operates its own communications center and Hermosa
Beach fields calls through South Bay's Regional
Communication Center, like many other local communities.

Greg Allen, president of the Redondo Beach
Firefighters Association, said consolidation would further
streamline operations between two departments already
working in sync thanks to long-running aid agreements. But
progressing to that point could be arduous, the
firefighter/paramedic said.

"Logistically, there are just so many nuts and bolts
to consider right now," Allen said. "We were interested of
course in looking at it to see if it's even logistically possible.
| believe it is, but it's going to take some time to see how it's
going to work."

Through the years, Manhattan Beach has been
included in visions of a regional beach city fire department,
but the community was not approached this time around.

"It's complicated enough at this point looking at
these two agencies," Workman said. "In the future, | think
cities across Los Angeles County will have to face up to
whether or not regional solutions might be more economical
than doing their own thing."

Monitoring Post

Even if excluded from the consolidation, Manhattan
would also benefit from the two departments' merger,
Manhattan Beach fire Chief Scott Ferguson said.

"Anytime  you're  minimizing = communication
breakdowns, response breakdowns and border stuff, we are
a safer, more efficient department,” he said.

From www.DailyBreeze.com

Profile;: Redondo Beach Fire
Department

Continued from Page 10

In 1972, the Redondo Beach Fire Department made
hlstory by becomlng one of the f|rst of two mdependent

d Paramedic continui
ent members.

Station One is located at 401
south of the Redondo Beach Mu
dquarters station for Fire Administr
ention Bureau. Station One is homélito a 2006
LaFrance 1500 gpm Engine, a 2008 American
100" Ladder Truck, a 2005 WHgel Coach
Van, a 1998 Suburban Command Vé&Ricle, and a
e Arrow 50' Telesquirt reserve unit.

e Station Two is located at 2400 G
twin 2001 American La France

2005 Wheel Coach Paramedic Va
ight unit. Station Two also ser
bns & Emergency Dispatch

Broadway
bal Pier.) It
bn and the

ated at the
a popular
and
mission is to protect our coastllne and harbor areas. Fire
Station Three is also home to a new 29' Crystaliner Fireboat

and land-based rescue squad. DZ
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